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Peter L. Lenertz was born in Bech, Luxemberg, on 8 June 1850 and died on 14 February 
1912, aged 61. He is buried in Bathurst cemetery located in NSW, Australia, in the Roman 
Catholic section. 

In 1887 he married Bridget McGarry nee Kerwick. Bridget was born in 1858 and died 
in 1939. Bridget is buried in Woronora cemetery located in The Sutherland Shire, NSW, 
Australia, in the Roman Catholic section. 

Bridget had four children to her first husband James McGarry and five children to Peter 
Lenertz. They were: 

(i) Peter (Jrn) born 16 February 1888 

(ii) Albert Francis born 6 September 1891 

(iii) Maude Elizabeth born 10 November 1893 

(iv) Ellen born 26 November 1896 

(v) John Louis 6 December 1898 
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In the year 1883 on the 3rd kovembor on a Monday 
morning I sit down here, in li^hurjst in hew South 
Wales, Australia, the fifth p u rt of the world, to 
wrxte down for you, dear readers, my memoirs. Start 
with God and finish with God, that is the most 
beautiful life. 

I am the son of Roman Catholic parents, who live 
now outside in the country of Lunenburg. I was born 
in the.year 1850. on the 8th June according to the 
will of God, Creator of heaven and earth, and also 
according to my parents that I was born and grew up 
well and became strong and was able to wander abroad. 

*o sooner said than done - and it was my aim to leave 
the country where I was born, very early and to travel 
to all parts of the world of which I have already a 
lot of exoerience and therefore I think that I will 
give you a lot of pleasure, dear readers, to tell you 
all about this earlthy world. Yes, indeed, I must sa>, 
like many a learned man after all my experience, that 
this world is only vanity and splendour. The only 
real thing is the belief in the Almighty God. If you 
believe in Him, you will find refuge as His servant. 

At home, just as here, the world is made by God - 
He will never desert us. 



Therefore, aear relatives and dear r«aU^,' -uo not 
despair. 3a of good course, for with tu« :*ulp of 
God and • ion goodwill, after a long ^tru^la, everyone 
will ra*icii the goal he set himself. 

After this earthly life we will all bo rewarded in 
eternity. So live well, all brothers and sisten* parents 
and relatives and acquaintances until death takes us 
away from this earthly struggle into eternity, where 
joy will never end. 

So I live with good courage always in this far away 
country, Australia. You can believe that I did not 
always have joys and pleasures in my life and wanderii: a, 
but I trusted in God and was of good courage. So X 
undertook all those travels and really reached ay goal. 

Many of ay school friends have no idea of such a life 
but I love thea all, “Love your neighbour as thyself'. 

I honour and love every man because we all are childx*en 
of God and we all have our sorrows. We have to live 
with our sins before we come to God's judgment. So I 
pray of you that you forgive me as I forgive you, so 
that we all may come happily into heaven where there 

not enemies but only friends for ever and 

ever. Therefore, dear readers, I say to all of you that 
X have always been u good friend of yours and I will stay 
so until the end of time, if i may haV e Q ff eudeU 0tttt of you 

perhaps, dear parents, brothers and sisters I ask of you to 
forgive me like all the other people abrouc.. 



The story of my life is like a aro.ua. 'when one lies 
down to sleep, often very stormy thoughts coxae to one, 
so everyone has to learn what his goal in life is and 
how best he may achieve it. So you can assure yourselves, 
dear readers, that all this was made known to me already 
in my youth. Yes indeed, X passed my childhood in 
Bech in the dear country of Luxemburg. There ay parents 
are still spending an active and patient life. As I 
was the eldest of their children ay mother loved me 
most of all so that X can't forget what a good mother 
should be for her children. 

So dear parents, if you are not rewarded on this earth. 
Although X am many thousands of miles away from you, X 
will always remain your loving son: for X will always 
be grateful to you that X was born, gx*ew up and was 
healthy and learned about God through the teaching of 
my good teacher, Johan Rollmann. So parents should 
always try and send their children to school, as you 
have done* But in thosetimes X couldn't understand this 
at all. X am still sorry that in my youth X was not 
always obedient to you when you tried to send me to 
school and to church and urged me to keep the Commandments 
and to do ay homework together with the help of the 
good teachers* Now you can be sure that X know a lot 
about the world and have <^ach experience which after all is 
a point of honour to you, dear parents. 



wricai X was 




i'c« dear I still rw^b^ 

rv:r 1 w “ quite -—--r^reLr: 

oiiv.c* tell Wribly ill. Oh, oh. 


f ° -cixia (t 

have beeri t Qr you because you lw* - 

^ v^« U »o you iOVtevi i^s £;o iituch. how I 

can understand this all much betts« v , r • 

have a mark 0 „ Ky rlght ' “«“> 1 “i» 

of you da- , ® “° 1 *l-ay* am reminded 

you, doar relatives, wherever I may go. You „ m b „ 

r “ coti, ‘ i8e ^ «>** ^ this U« lBh u ever , 

:; l co - ^ h °“ U - Sural y you -ill always rec „ 4oiSo uo 
,, , , “ no “ 4S already boon twelve yours 

obroad, who has survived Many a storm oo the sea and 

.as known both sorrow and happiness on the land and who 
as always been amongst strangers and not with relatives 
«ad acquaintances as is usually the case. 

a^I° r, lli “ > thB W “" aBOnS > S P rl “e. Summer, Autumn 

aj i A?' Wint “'' S ° W ° have t0 b * oootent in good 
-d bad times, for Cod has made it thus and Cod wants 

t thus and we have to face the struggles so that we all 

may reserve eternal bliss as a reward in heaven. 

Therefore, deer friends and reiatives, observe how your 
son trusts in Cod's help, -Start with Cod and finish with 
od that is the most beautiful lif<*«. 

toTee^iu ^ ^ ilfB 1 “ tarted to a ° regularly to church 

be fu,tr 77“* *“ d 1 “o“ a th. decision to always 
nithful to Him wherever X may be and whatever may 

happen. 1 believe in God and I obey His commaudmo ts. 
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I remember well that when X went to school X received 
spankings by the good school teacher, Johan hollmann, 
which at that time made me apgry• I could not understand 
then what Is of use to me now, X think bitterly of such 
things now, which surely will be rewarded by good children 
afterwards. For everyone gains experience in his youth 
but not everyone gains experience through travelling in 
all parts of the world. But in God’s eyes I am not 
better than people who have never left home. Everybody 
who lives abroad can understand this, so X hope that 
these memoirs will give you a good impressionof this 
earthly life and to what aim the world and man were 
created, X say that this world is only vanity and 
splendour, for we all have to leave these worldy things 
and have to appear before God on the day of Judgment. 

Yes indeed, man should reflect and Chink to what aim he 
has been created, for he is of dust and to dust he will 
return, but the soul will go accordingly to God's judgment 
either to heaven or to hell where no wordly riches will 
occupy our thoughts. Little children do not have these 
thoughts until they grow up and have experience of the 
world yet they have tc cope with their desires hem an 
early age because it is very difficult to caste them 
aside once they have grown up with them. Thus Satan uses 
all these times to drag everyone into hell and eternal 
damnation. But, no, no, this should not be so. Therefore 
dear children, take oare and pray so that you will not 
fall into sinful ways. Love God as yourself* 
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I remember my schoolfriexids who always studied carefully 
ami won .the high marks and prices. X, however, travelled. 

Oh, oh X could not understand this at all. I was always 
the last in my form. My father thought that playing 
Cards was my occupation. But, no, this is all wrong 
because parents cannot know what will happen to their 
chilereu and whether they will travel abroad^ but a 
good child will never forget the benefits lie has received 
in his youth. Evil sons and daughtexs who enjoy themselves 
in bad company will be rewarded in this world according 
to their deserts. One can see from an early age 
what kind of life the child will lead later. 

Meanwhile I leave all judgment to relatives and 

friends who knew me when I was a child. I loved everyone 

and respected everyone according to his position, young 

and old, so I thank you Father Wilhelm Priess. To you 

alone I owe my knowledge of the Commandments of the 

Roman Catholic church which is the only true church in 

the world. All people have been brought into contact 

with the church and honour it and I always find Roman Catholic 

churches everywhere, wherever I go. 

People pray to one and the same God and learn to keep 
the same commandments which the Son of God has brought 
to them so that we may believe, when He walked for 
thirty—throe years amongst the people and taught them and 
promised them peace until the end of time. 

Peace cannot come into this world because everyone has his 


sorrows. 
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PooAsi about loutii 

Children whvsn you are young do not be impe- ,iuent to 
your parents. brothers and sisters love each other 
but also cause each other sorrow. My uncle and my 
aunt love me and yet they have caused Be pain. 

I outwardly respect ay relatives and acquaintances 
but inside they despise me. Yet I still la.o with 
fresh courage and joyfully look towards a happy future. 

1, Peter Lenertz have written than. 

MY WANDERING ABROAD 

I had to leave my home when I was sixteen, which was 

pr ophesied to me in my fifteenth year through God s « 

wisdom as follows: In a dream when I was fifteen, 

when I was still very innocent and ignorant and did 

not know anything about travelling and wanderings, I 

had a vision in the darkness in which I heard storms raging 

in my ears and a voice said, M My son, your time is short 

for you will soon have to leave your dear home - you 

will have to travel abroad.” 

Oli, this was a difficult situation. As if hit by a 
heavy storm I was terrified by His wotdls because I did 
not know what I had done wrong. I have always loved 
say parents very much and yet 1 had to leave them so 
early. 

Dear readers, a child that doesn't love his parents 
deserves to have a millstone tied around his neck and 
be drowned in the deepest sea. To whom do we, sons and 
daughters, owe our lives? To our dear parents who take 
so much care in looking after their children. 




A goo d child never 
Was revealed to iiiO 


** ^ **■ o 'w-O ii-i. i> ; r •- -s i " O-a i C *5» • 

in a wonderful dream 


-*- said, id 
dnilv JL wouXd 


have to travel a iot in my iii‘o 
endure tinny hardships and chit S 


would hayo to 

Otic: .. i*wii» 


Dear readers, human life is only short - for s^e people 
it is a little loiter than for others, but all will have 
to go the sane way into eternity. Jinny a person may 
say, "What is there so hard about travelling?". V/e 11, 
believe mo, travelling is harder than work because one 
is always in danger although it passes very quickly. 
Trains and steamships are a dangerous me«ns of transport. 

Dearest parents, your son, Peter Leaertz, whom you loved 
so dearly, couldn't stay at homo in Germany, for I had 
to travel and I felt sorry about it. Everybody gets 
what he deserves, wherever he may go. Therefore I still 
believe in that dream which X had when I w~s fifteen, 
as follows; In the middle of the night with my eyes 
closed I saw before me the world with high mountains. 

I saw myself journeying by train through valleys and 
mountains over large bridges which were built across 
rivers. This wasn't enough however, not only did I 
have to travel over land Lat also over the sea. I saw 
with amazement the Shipsbattling with the ragiig waves. 



And I -thought at any moment I might bo Act* prey and bo 
lost from tho world for over. oh horrible, oh wonderful 
thoughts j but I trusted in God u nd I saw hew I happily 
arrived in a country as yet unknown to no. 1 knew X 
had to travel to tho west and indued 1 live here now 
in Australia in Bathurst - yea, dreams do not deceive. 


MY EMIGRATI 


ON 


On the 3rd March 1867, when I was fifteen, my uncle 
Johan Leaertz, who lived in Paris took mo with lixia by 
consent of my parents. £ looked forward to it but still 
£ was afraid to go to Paris because £ thought Paris was 
so very far away, but now I wouldn't think anything of 
this distance. 

Paris, Paris, tho capital of Prance - the name of this 
city is surely known to everyone. Well, on the 3rd Max-ch 
1867, early in the morning, £ had to say farewell to 
my father and my mother, brochure and sisters, grandparents, 
uncle and aunt, relatives and acquaintances* X will never 
forget this first farewell as long as X live, for this 
was the day when my promise of my early travelling was 
fulfilled. 

Soon X had to climb into the carriage which stood outside 
the door and was ready to take me to the train. Oh, whab 
a moving moment when X saw my father stretch out his 
arms to say goodbye to me. 



iO 


Perhaps* X would nover see ei.ew 


believe we, dear readers, a good child who 
his parents surely cannot have a l ..re poiv; 


Is loved by 
•ant moment 


in his life than this. So after a long embrace wy father 
turned away from we and with tears in his eyes he 
said, "You, my dear son, my dear Pcc«r, I have loved 
you so well, now you have to leave us so early but whatever 
you way do, never forget the Lord, flo - er forget to pray 
and to go to church. Think always of your parents when 
you are abroad". These wore wy father's last words to 
mej they pierced we to the heart. I still remember every 
one of them and shall never forget them as long as I 


live. 


Yea, so ay father turned around with bitter tears in 
ilia eyes: but how sad was I when I saw wy mother who 
could not utter a word. She was sobbing and sighing and 
almost fainted, for she once believed she would rather 
have seen me dead that that I should leave her, but it was 
wy fate to wander abroad and to seek a new life elsewhere. 
So site kissed me and embraced me for the last tiwe - she 
turned around and went back into the house. 




X&a, I had co leave my pareaca to whom I am much 
indebted. They took care that X grew up, th~t I am 
young and strong now and that I nave had a truly 
Chrititi.au upbringing. 

They seat me to school so tnat now X am able to write 
down my memoirs. They have taught.me to be obedient 
to them and everyone I meet. I remember all this now 
while I am so far away. But let me come oack to the 
poiut. It was not enough that I had to say goodbye 
to my parents but also my brothers and sisters were 
there and cried bitterly because X was their oldest 
brother, X would soon have been able to earn money 
tor them, but no, I had to go,away into the wide world. 
So I embraced them all and kissed them and I promised 
them brotherly love which promise I will always keep. 

Dear readers, good brothers and sisters should never 
forget each other. Everybody was sad but now with 
fresh courage I turned around and wished them peace, 
a long life and happiness til we would see each other 
again. Then I climbed into the carriage that was 
standing in front of the house with my uncle. 

boon we arrived at the train, got in and travelled to 
the town of Lugeuburg where we stayed for some hours 
before going on to Paris. 
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^ tii-vw <_r i/ O- & — 1 :> Oi. CxaiV ,. '*« *J. aii." i*X V OsC^. . . j . i'”c5.ji k 

wiioI'iS iU> r Uucisi * 3 tX'XOiiC* Vvuci WiiXoiii^/’ WX'Cii Ci> 

DrXii^ Urn* CO liXci ZtOUi>4i. 

Oa this journey I gained my first of cho 

oul^i>i.(«o wox*xd. '*e woiio throngn anci vx-i-iciges, 

across valleys and mountains, over rivers sad through 
tunnels which I enjoyed very much. 

Now I had to become acquainted with Paris. Here I stayed 
two years during which time 1 learnt French and became 
familiar with the life of the city. I visited the gurdtaiS 
and cathedrals and other famous building's. especially 
I loved the beautiful boulevards. 

in the year 1867 in the reign of Napoleon Hi, the 
World Fair was staged in Paris which I oftexi visited. 

How moved and astonished I was when I saw Paris for 
the first time. Quickly we drove into the city — hei-e 
X airtW the French flag and heard the French language 
which at that time I couldn't understand. But I learned 
it very quickly and today think nothing of learning 
another language because I now know English as well, 
it was necessary for me co learn French quickly because 
everybody in Paris speuks French. Yes, X still love 
the French, because one can find good people in France 
as well as in every country. 




W US not 


a A wO.* . o W OU » i'j i- ;»"■ . ~ ., 

v- u.j w* ucCJUit X 

^ t *t enou 4a t o * svti v*!"'.4''.-,#■* ..-- -,*'*-t . - 

o, -~wo w_m.o^c a hersrore uiy 

uncle mo to Si. i>t«*xii^l^. k ^ J, 1 ^..-v . ... <«V*._, 

^ —^-.o, * au Wot.ro same 


do Cham^ No. 22 . lie., e my co^L,, Joh.ni fucheus, 
h«d boon living for a wi.il©. 1 remained u.ero for 
almost two years and two aonUm, saved money 

and after two years wont back Lome to my parents. 


Dear reader©, Po©at abouc Paris; 


Paris, Paris, you beautiful town 
Which please* the biaperor napoleon 
At Sedan you have lost your rank 
And left your helpers in Paris 
You have the River Seine in your midst 
Crossed by beautiful bridges with gay 

little boats floating on it. 

M«uy wonders and much splendour was on diow 
At the 1867 World fair. 

Yea, by Peter Lenerta;. 

I left Paris on 2 nd May IgoS and arrived safely in 
my home town just at the time when the Festival of M„ry 
was celenrated and many people from all over the 
country had gathered. 
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■Now you cuu imagine that »y father and trotnora aero 

watttng again at the station so we didn't stay Iona at 

all before we travelled back to Bech where sy eothlr 
wa s. 


Thus after a long absence X arrived in „y father's house 

“ C ‘‘ i,i:ain “ her<3 M “/ relatives and acquaintances 

had gathered to welcome me. Now I had to tell them 
everything I had seen and heard when I was in Paris, 
but soon things returned to the normal routine and I 
had to work for my dear parents. All this happened 
whoc I was eighteen. 

I stayed two years at home and worked hard. At t„-t time 
±t happened that my Uncle Johan Sadler went to America. 
Now as I had two years' experience of living in Paris I 
decided to travel to America toe to stay with my Uncle. 

So X asked my parents whether I could go to Rome to 
fight for the Holy Father Pius XX because Garibaldi 
had attacked the Holy Chair with his Italian soldiers 

and almost conquered the city of Rome which filled me 
with deep anger. 

As a child I loved the Catholic Church so much but I 
couldn't go to Rome because my parents didn't consent. 
Therefore I decided to go to America because I didn't 
w«nt to stay at home and work any more. The destiny 
that was prophesied to me was travelling and to make a 
new home in another country. 




After many requests say parents at last onsented that 
I should go to the far away country of .auerica» 

Dear Readers, so I left Bech for the second time in 
the month of April 1371. From this you can see 
how much my parents loved me but I had to leave 
them* Inis was when 1 was twenty—one* X was young 
and strong and full of good hope. As at the first 
farewell, many tears flowed, but it couldn‘t be 
helped: X had to go to America where many acquaintances 
from the village had found a new home and were happy 
these. I left on the 2nd April and arrived in Hastings 
on the 2nd May where indeed my uncle was waiting for 
me. 

X set out with several companions from Luganburg who 
were all bachelors who were going to America too, of 
which X was glad. X left hopefully and took leave of 
my parents and my father took me to Wasserbillig and 
from there I travelled on to Antwerp on the coast. 

Poem about the family: 

For the second time I left home 
And I still live far away 
I had to leave both young and old 
And X made them sad because of that 
But I intend to come back some time 
• And to find perfect contentment 

Therefore, dear parents, be comforted 
Your son Peter is still alive. 
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For the second time I couldn't -atay at home. I had to 
leave Bech the place where I was born and all ay 
rsldtivcs and acquaintances* as tar as X reaeaber 
it was the 4th April 18 7 1 in Spring in the middle 
of the week. I went away and said goodbyeto everybody. 

After this we travelled happily and with songs, until 

I and my friends reached tiu> city or tugenburg. Here 

we stayed a short while before going on to Belgium 

which was on our road to the I saw the beautiful 

city of Brussels and I was very amazed about it because it was 

built after the English fashion. 

But we couldn't remain long here, for we had to go 
on to Antwerp* Yes, dear readers, in this country 
I saw how beautiful the world is. From the train I 
had seen all our towns and villages and I looked at 
them carefully, but we couldn't stay anywhere. 

We had to go to the port. At night we happily arrived 
in Antwerp. 
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Her© we stayed overnight. But, dear relatives, you 
can imagine I didn't sleep very well for excitement 
of going to America the next day. Yes, so it happened 
that the next day came on which we were to go to 
America by ship. 

After a short stay in Antwerp we had to travel down 
to the ship. Oh, oh, oh, how horrible i Can you 
imagine this, when I saw the sidLp on which I was to 
sail over the raging sea to England and from there 
to New York, But this was not yet the end, we still had 
to get under way. After embarking, the ship moved 
slowly out to sea. So very comfortably we sailed 
over this frighteningly vast expanse of water where 
often large ships have sunk with all their passengers. 

In this fear I thought of God, the Creator of Heaven 
and Earth and I entrusted myself to Him until the last 
hour of my life. No man can help himself alone. 

After a while we all became very seasick which I think 
happens to everyone who travels on the sea. Of this I 
have had by now a lot of experience. But it all 
passed and the next day we arrived in Hull in England, 



Thus we had already spent one night on the raging sea 
and I was very glad to have reached land again. It 
was like magic to hear the English language for the 
first time «- of which I couldn't understand a word. 

After all the hardships on the sea this was the 
biggest difficulty so far, I had arrived in England 
like a little child who couldn't speak, and not only 
me but also sty companions were like deaf mutes but 
I decided to overcome this difficulty with the help 
of God. 

We could not stay long in the city of Hull. Soon we 
travelled by train to Liverpool where a big ship awaited 
us to bring us over the raging ocean to America. Yes, 
dear readers, I noticed that not only France and Germany 
had beautiful cities but also Lugland. On this journey 
I saw large wonderful cities and the beautiful countryside 
where since the oldest times English people had lived. 

Indeed X believe that England is one of the most beautiful 
countries in this world with magnificent plains very suitable 
for farming and raising of cattle. 

All these wonders belong to God's omnipotence and beauty. 
After a long trip by train we arrived at the port which 
is one of the biggest ports in the world i.e, Liverpool. 
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On i...e next day we went to the ship again. Dear readers* 
you can imagine that I wasn't particularly looking 
forward to returning to the ship as X had been so ill. 
hut we had to leave England soon to proceed with our 
journey to America. All this happened in 1871 , in the 
beginning of April. We encouraged each other and 
trusting ourselves to the will of God, we emourked on 
that large ship which was at least four times as big 
as the one we had just left. After a few hours delly 
we sailed off. You must realise that this was a very 
long trip for we remained seventeen days on the ocean 
before arriving in America. 

but first we came to Ireland which until this day I 
highly praise because all those good people there live 
under the magnificent Catholic faith. Today most of my foreign 
friends are Irish. The name of this green country, Ireland, 
be praised until eternity. 
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As X said, after seventeen days oa Ute raging oce.u, 
we arrived at last in the city o..' New York. 

Tliis is a large port in America. America, America, only 
400 years ago you were still completely unknown and 
today you have the biggest name in the world. X and 
all tnose who know you must love and praise you. Be 
praised we all exclaim, here is the new world, 

America, America. 

Thus we happily arrived after a long trip, after much 
sea-sickness, but when we stepped ashore in America, 
all hardships were soon forgotten. 

Everyone was fresh and healthy and full of confidence to 
find ~ good new home. 

As follows.. When we arrived in the "Kes^elt Garden 11 
we were taken at once to the train and so we quickly 
moved to the far off city of Minnesota, which is about 
twelve hours to the west and lies on the Mississippi. 

So does the little township of Hastings where my Uncle 
Johan Sadler lives. 



As usual,, we travelled on immediately, through large 
woods and fields which have been created so beautifully 
by the will of God. Only four hundred years ago no 
white men lived in these regions and today more than 
fifty million from all parts of the world with great 
expectations for a happy future. 

Therefore I say once again, be of good courage and 
don't despair. 

Tills country was like a miracle of God to me, X couldn't 
understand it at all, then, but now X have a far hotter 
knowledge of it. Therefore I say: everyone who is 
destined to wander should pack up his belongings and 
go to America and his eyes will be opened. 

bear readers, by train we went further in the direct!jn 
of the setting sun. Here I observed how heavy woodlc :t> 
were lying across each other which had been in this 
state for many hundreds of years as no human hand hue 
ever touched them. So X heard too how people had settled 
here and built themselves a happy new home in these 
fertile plains and fields and were living there contentedly 
with their families until death will part them from v'lis 
land. Ok, oh, this wonderful beautiful country in which 
I lived for five full years. 

We travelled day and night by train and by ship over 
an inland sea to tk town of Milwaukee, where we were 
met by a man from Osrnila named Michael Schiltz with whom 
we stayed for some days. 
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But this was not yet our final .. cation and so we had 
to go still further west. 

After a stay of throe days, wo wont by train to the 

Mississippi witioh wo reached after a day and a night* 
This was already the fifth day since wo had loft 
New York. As soon as w© reached the largo river 
at the beautiful town of La Crosse, wo embarked on 
a ship and hastened upstream and arrived in Hastings 
at last, after a day od a night's travelling. 

Glad to step ashore again we all entered the city, 
reached at last after a long burdensome trip of 
a month • 

Dear readers, you can imagine that I, your son, didn't 
feel too well as 1 was very tired and a complete 
stranger there, but I regained confidence on seeing 
my unole Johan Sadler and once again I entrusted myself 
to the will of God. We were mot by a man from the 
country of Lugenburg but unknown to us as he had 
been living in America for many years already. 

We were well received and when at last my Uncle appeared, 
oh, you can well imagine how glad I was to see a relative 
who had lived and worked with us for years. 



It was a great consolation to both of uae to be able 
bo live together iu this strange and foreign country 
ami we decided to wake ourselves a new home together. 

First I rested for a week to recover from the long 
and difficult journey frow Europe to America which 
is about 4000 hours to the west, hut with God's 
grace, all of us arrived in good health and were 
pleased with this wonderfully newly—built country. 
Therefore, X must say; 

America, America, you far away country 
I went across the sea to you and found a new home, 
bo praised and honoured be this country 
Where many a poor devil has found his fortune. 

X, too, have fled to you 
But X have been a little deceived 
I lived in your heart for five years 
And then X had to travel on again to Australia 
as I didn't find a restful place, 
but I believe I will once again return to you 
And maybe I will find happiness then. 

Peter Lenertz. 

As you can well imagine I had to tell my uncle all the 
news frow home and all the family's activities which he 
was very pleased to hear, as he had already been in 
America for two years, iie had managed to save a little 
and make some good friends in the neighbourhood. 



Also there were aaveral people irrorn my village, Bech, 
who had settled there many years; ago and nad readily 
found a good home. Soon X was 'cold where a c». cain 
famous aoan lived. He h«a already returned 

three times to his German homeland but axed here in 
America, after making North America hia new home and 
Jiring happily with his family. 

Hr 

I left Hastings for New Trier with one of the young..... 
of the famous man *.?.* after a few hours we finally 
arrived in their home whera I was given a very warm 
welcome because there were many old acquaintances from 
Uech and also old school friends whom I was very pleased 
to see again. 

Thus the next day I went all around the neighbourhood 
and all village acquaintances were delighted that I 
had come to see them in America. They were all impatient 
to hear everything about B«ch. I tried as well as I could 
to satisfy their curiosity. Everybody wanted to keep 
me as a visitor but it wasn't my aim just to lead an 
easy life and so I soon started to work. 


* an indecipherable name 




- 25 - 


Pleas© allow me to cell you a little about Robert Wilhelm, 
because everyone of you at home who had met him remembers 
that he was a very hard worker aud with the sweat of his 
brow, earned a living as a stonecutter. He had to support 
himself and a large family and was rather poor but here 
in America things have much changed for him. I noticed 
immediately that he no longer lived in poverty but rather 
in afflueuce and that life was pleasant. They had a 
thriving farm. Therefore you can imagine how much pleasure 
we both had and that we were soon very close friends. 

I have passed many enjoyable hours with him and his family. 
Yes, as you may imagine he played a violin a little which 
made our evenings even more pleasant. We lived so happily 
because he didn 1 t think of poverty any more and had 
no more sorrows and sufferings as he had known in Bech. 

Yes, X was happy to find all those acquaintances who had 
left Bech not so long ago and who had found joy and 
happiness and who with their large families had no 
worries for the future. 

Oh, dear readers, remember that in America, America, many 
a man has found his greatest happiness and made his 
fortune. 
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All this.,irppened in 1871 in che L.^nth of May. I really 
had to exclaim: 

vti how beautiful is this world with its riches 
and happiness amongst the peoplesJ 
Poem aboi-e Wilhelm, kobei't: 

In Germany you were but a poor devil 
In America your head swells with pride 
In Germany you played the violin 
In America your daughter wears a crinoline 
In Germany you were only poor 
In America you are a rich farmer 

In Germany you had to keep your h*ad in your pocket 

In America you can afford the be£f of wines 

In Germany you were only a stonecutter 

in America you are one of the richest people from 

bee h 

in Germany you were very poor 
In America you have no lack of money 
In Germany we drink a lot of wine 
In America we will always be happy. 

In short I was loved by everyone Just as my parents at home 
had loved me. I loved everyone too, in this new country, 
America, and X was very happy to have arrived there. 

Dear readers, I will briefly describe everything and start 
with this. Love everybody in a foreign country and you will 
be loved too. I have always acted according to this 
principle and will continue to do so wherever I may be¬ 
ne praised and praise again you people in America. 
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But this happy state could not last for ever. I had to 
start work. After a few weeks I my uncle decided 

X should go to an Englishman to work and to -earn more 
quickly the language. There I earned quite a good salary. 

I worked for twelve months with the same employer, Joseph 
Bruk, with whom my uncle Johan tou had been, to learn 
English and indeed after only twelve months I managed to 
speak English quite well. And this has been of great 
advantage to me and still is, because in Australia as 
in America only English is spoken. 

All this happened in Minnesota, North America. By that 
time I had ~uved some money and X decided to send the 
travelling expenses to Bech to pay back my father. No 
sooner said than done. You readers, may well be 
astonished to hear what a good sou X am. Xn the second 
year ray uncle and X decided to take up farming like all 
the other people from Bech. Xc. was not long before we 
were able to settle contentedly on a farm to start work 
together. 

We worked like that for two years and endured with patience 
good and bad times as they do occur in everybody's life. 
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Thus we soon earned some money and were praised by 
everyone who knew us. Bub, dear readers, as you can 
imagine, two young bachelors can-.^c stay like that for 
ever, can they? Adam too, the first man in paradise 
made hiuself a companion. I believe even today there 
is a companion for everyone in this world if you can 
only find her. Hy uncle had loved a girl from Lome 
very much and I advised him to write to Uech at o^oe 
and let her come out to America. This then really 
happened - she arrived happily one da> , came to us 
and soon they were married and they live in peace 
together until this day. The same I hope for you 
people at home. 

I had already spent two years in this country and the 
marriage was in the third year after my arrival. We 
continued to work together in peace until the sister of 
my uncle's wife came to America too and Xthought of 
getting married but no, the time hadn't come yet. I 
was only twenty-five and should I, like my uncle, tie 
myself down for life? Bo I changed my mind and left 
them all. 



Then X s<k 
three yea 
relatives 


iled down the Mississippi which I had come up 
i '’ > before. 1 goouby C to my friends and 

=nid travelled with my companions to .xew Caledonia 


but there I didn't know a soul and wan again heipless 
like a small child. After three or four years of hard 


work a had to leave everything and start all ov~r again 


This happened in 1875 but I stayed there only a few months 
and soon travelled on to St. Louis and Waterloo wl.ere 

some of ay father's relatives lived, from b _ and 

Hittig and still my wanderlust was not satisfied. I stayed 
nowhere for very long. hut I was very welcome in Waterloo 
and pleased to See all my relations and they coo received 
me like a good friend. l c >, it was not my intention to 
stay there for very long and thus X travelleu by train up 
to Springfield where the learned man, Lincoln, President 
of Amer,.:a, once lived. but I couldn't stay there 
either. 


So it happened that after five months I travelled to 
California that beautiful and faaou-j western country 
with the towns of San Francisco, Sacramento and Stockton. 
It was in the year 187b that I lived in California. 
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H° soouer had I arrived i.. Sucr^eutu U»ac X travelled back 

for about a hundred miles to the city of...which is 

situates in the Snowy Mountains. Well, here I found 
work easily, shifting snow front cite wooden buildings which 
haa been built over the ruixwuy to keep away ;ne heavy 
snow from the rails. I must say after all the wonders 
X have seen with my c-es, these terrible snowy ::-ountairs 
seemed to me really horrifying. I had never seen anything 
life it before and will probably never see anything like 
those mountains covered with white snow in California, 
it was not only marvellous but also bitterly cold there. 

X know for sure and have observed elsewhere that the snow 
had been there since the beginning of the world, because 
the sun can never melt it all a-way for the highest of those 
Californian mountains are 8000 feet above sea level. 

I could even see clouds floating around and often it was so 
d^rlc and cold that no man was able to live there. But 
when 1 worked there it was rather cosy, although sometimes 
very cold. fhe sun often burned so hotly down on the snow 
that it hurt our eyes. But this pain never lasted very 
long an i wasn't very dangerous either. 




I lived there for about thirty days and earned quice 
good w«geb. I knew that beautiful, fruit and coru 
^rew down in Sacramento so I set out once again .ad 
arrived in Sacramento for the second time. This was 
in Way I876. Here I stayed for a couple of dav S and 

then took a ship down the river and arrived in San Francisco 
after about a day's journey. 

Well, oace again I must say after all the beautiful 
rivers I have seen in my life, and on which I have 

been, this Sacramento river is certainly the best and most 
beautiful. 

Oh, beautiful golden city of Sacramento and 

its river, 

I had the luck to see it all with my own eyes, 
dvery aan who has seen you will not forget you. 

Therefore it is not astonishing that you are 

praised so much. 

Honoured and praised may you be 
From now til the end of time. 

I have seen many pleasant sights in my life and I regard 
the Sacramento river as the most beautiful wonder of God's 

creation and everyone who has been there must confess the 
same. 

When I was there for the first time I saw the most 
beautiful countryside my eyes had every seen and 
I have made up my mind to go back some time and spend 
the rest of ay life there. I am sure I will not fail to 
carry out this resolution. 
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I travelled on and on down the river and we soon reached 
the city of Stockton but we didn't stay there long at 
all. I did not even have time to visit thio magnificent 
town. This famous town bears a great nee and was for 
several hundred years under Spanish rule but today 

everything lives Wider the American flag, the Stars 
and Stripes. 


On and on I had to travel because I was anxious to 
getto the port where I saw again those large ships on 
which I had already travelled for thousands of hours 
and endured many a storm. then I think of sailing, my 
thoughts become depressed, but I trusted in God and 
this gave me courage and ^uod hope. You people at 
home can never imagine what I feel at the sight of those 
tall ships which life enormous iron houses glide over 
the ocean, that raging terrible water which never 
comes to a rest and which may be heard from many hours' 
distance. Therefore, men, think before you embark on 
one of those ships. I always leave this to the wish 
and will of God like many thousands of other people who 
enter on such dangers. With confidence and of good 
courage I always entrust myself to God and have thus 
successfully crossed the ocean many a time. 
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None of you can imagine these danger, only a man of experience 
can. And so, X your dear son, Pe r Lenertz, should know 
them best. 

Soon the sun set, but we reached Sun Francises not before 
eight o'clock in the evening. 1 could already see the 
“ an y lights which lit the river on all points and the 
wonderful glimmer from the ships waiting there to sail 
away the x.eat day and bring their cargo from ail over the 
world to many distant couxxtries. 

We came closer and closer and finally arrived at the wide 
bay of the city with this wonderful and famous name, 

San Francisco; called after the Spaxxislx saint. 

Peace and honour be with him who we believe is now being 
rewarded iu Heaven for his good life. Glory be to God 
and peace toward men who are of good will from now until 
sterility. 

As soon as our ship had arrived, I made friends with a 
French soldier who had served in the last war between 
France and Germany. He had been in San Francisco before, 
and lie took me with him to a nice German Xnn for which I 
was very glad. X thaukei him politely because new friends 
are very valuable in travels. 



X noticed with astonishment how much trouble /uaericans 
go to in order to make a atranger feel as coufortabla 
as he could only wish. Every tiling is so wonderfully 
ordered in all American cities that the French and German 
ones are nothing compared to them. Through noise and cries 
we entered the market streets on which we strolled for 
about a mxle. There are wonderful streets where everybody 
seemed to be happy and walk up an., down and do business 
until late at night. But as it was late and X was rather 
tired, we had tea and ; cat to bed. 

After a peaceful sleep I woke up early next morning and 
everything felt very strange to me when I opened aiy eyes. 
b»*c soon again I realised that I was in the big city of 
San Francisco. I thought that the sun had turned around 
but it wasn't so, it only seemed so. 

Well, I went outside and now saw the city for the first 
time by daylight, "liow wonderful'* X had to exclaim over 
again because I reflected how many miles to the west I 
was standing on this shore of America. 

Dear readers, always bear in mind that man lias been created 
to see all the countries of the world, as many as he can. 



Before ueocribing San Francisco, I will 
description o£ ^eriwa as follows: 


rir.^ give 


"“ criCa ~~ the fourth part of the world discovered by 
tlia Spa„._»rd Coluubus iO«ut 400 yeii-a i^o. Today 
thoro i» a populatioa of fifty aanioo p»„ p i 0 rich and 
poor who all have a happy home there. 

Aiaerica has always been governed by a President and has 
thus managed very well. 1 really say that everyone 

who has ever been to America has been happy there from the 
ntart and therefor© X repeat; 


"May peace be with you for ever". 


The born American i*. 


a very witty man and also very skilful and 
by tne whole world to be extremely clever. 


is recognises 


The American always tries his hand at everything and 
accomplished everything he does as quickly and efficiently 
as possible. Yes, he is quick, skilful and clever in 
business and also he can be proud of the most beautiful 
and largest cities in the world. This is a great honour 
for all Americans. They have large comfortable houses, 
fertile plains, broad roads, train lines everywhere ami 
ail conceivable forms of public utilities in the cities 
as well «s in the country. According to my experience no 
other part of the world can be compared with America in 
all these facilities and affluence. 



America, America t yOU hteVO eVc-. y Ciiin^, a..a ubunuanCe, 
eiiou&a co eat «»nd to dri. <k «nd plentiful resources of 
gold .-ad silver. 

Everybody in this wido world h^s to work more or less, 
because withoux work there is no accomplisiuaent. £>ome 
work with their heads and some with their hands. 

Everybody has to know for which type ho is best fitted 
and this he must do. If this script ever comes unuer 
the eyes of you people at home* think of feher Lcnerfz 
from booh who has travelled nearly ail over the- world. 
Exi^srienoe makes the master — it is better than studying 
because one can see everything for oneself. I tltink 
you will agree. 

Men must have lived everywhere to make the world 
complete. You must all be my friends for God has made 
it so — Ue must have wanted it so. For wnat other 
reason should I have been able to let you know all this? 
Therefore I must say that this new world is a jewel for 
everyone who can so and see it for himself. And so X 
believe that nobody who has been there has ever felt sad 
or uncomfortable but has exclaimed like I did, w 0h, how 
wonderful, this country, which only a few hundred years 
ago was still a desert with, for its only inhabitants, 
wild Americans, who until now ennnot be compared at all with 
the other , meriesas, as they live only for pleasure and 
chase wild animals." 





occupations cannot, ana \« 
or a race of poo pie, black cr 
ir» the source of all yic«s< T 


Vviik«/» g, O' 


boo. 
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only alia 
idleness 
uxidorstan.able 


that this race cannot get along p eefully with the others 
wi ‘° ar<2 industrious, obedient and skilful choir work, 
which qualities can never be coi-biued with idleness. 


Dear readers, you must understand that riot all po^ a 
are equally clever and equally sorted for business. 

For Indians in the uncivilised wilderness have itsaruea 
nothing about God and man, have uo home but always travel 


from one place to another, from hill to hill, river to 
river, from woods to plains; they continue to do so 
every day until after many years they too like everyone 
else have to go to their graves. 


I feel sad and downcast for such people because they 
too have been made after the likeness of God, have a 
soul like ours which awaits the eternal kingdom, 

bo perhaps I may put to you a question, dear relatives, 
and friends, and ask you what you think about such p„or 
creatures of God. "Yes", may many amongst you say, 

M If they can work just as well as we, they should be 
allowed to make their hard lives a bit more pleasant-', 
out I su> Man has to be content on this earth with 
what the Father has destined for him. 



Yes., so do they live and so do we, ail, until the emi 
of time when everything will be recreated. I wonder 
wndt you, dear renders, think of nil thie. 

I will now return to the immigrant and the native 
Americans* The forausr of these to whom I should 
be grateful because they have turned the desert into 
this beautiful part of the world and have built 
everywhere nice towns and villages and have established 
railways and shipping communications. 

These I saw and have praised a lot for I have lived 
there for five full years and was very happy about it. 

I love this country with the name oi the United States 
of America* 

It is magnificent and wonderful to every stranger who 
has liis eyes open and will readily exclaim, M Oh, you 
wonderful, beautiful countryJ". For America has 

the most wonderful rivers and cities of the world and 
ships are continually sailing in and out with their 
cargo and a trip on them is very pleasant because of 
their comfort* Yes, nowhere are the houses so beautiful 
and cosy* 1 have wandered for many countless hours 
along the river and you must not be surprised that 
I cannot find the right woxtls to express its beauty. 



But x relieve this, that it is ustiiui and enjoyable 
for you to hear all this fro m your son, brother and 
friend, Peter, I am not frxghconed any more of storms 
on sea or land. As the proverb joes; "Fair weather 
follows a storm", and this is ,ru«. Also X have great 
trust in the Creator of heaven and earth and lie hu« 
saved ug until now front the raging storms, so that I 
^ still healthy and full of good hope for further 
travels until the end of ay lif« after which I hope 
to be happy for ever. God's mild generous hand is 
always on xue. I only have to ask for help and to 
fulfil )lis commandments faithfully. 

Dear readers, I have to say, that all this earthly life 
is nothing but vanity and splendour because it lastL 
cnl> for u short while. .uis life is merely a test. 

If we could only understand tills and follow God's will, 
then many a sorrowful and sad day would be easier to 
bear and many a sleepless night would be peaceful and 
quiet if we only entrusted ourselves fully to God. 

But not everybody can do this; from early childhood 
we start to complain and revolt and this grows with u* 
so that we are worse still than the others. But wo 
have to find a way of living in this val© of tears 
and aorrov. 



I decided to learn a bit more about; this country. No 
oooner said than done. In the year IS70 1 undercook 
the journey from Springfield, Illinois to California. 

Here I saw hunureds of miles of deserted and uninhabited 
country which in the next hundred years may be made 
into a good home for many an unknown man. Believe me, 

«y eyes and my words do not deceive anyone. I myself 
once thought I would live there until the end of my 
life. Be therefore of good cheer, dear relatives, in 
Germany, because maybe the words I am writing just now 
will be of good use to you, I have told you about 
high mountains, terribly snowy hills arid large rivers 
and densely wooded forests where logs are lying across 
each ocner and have been rotting there for many 
centuries. There today, trains are running everywhere, 

I am sure in the United States there are more trains 
than in all other countries together. Also American 
trains are the most comfortable - X have travelled in 
them for many thousands of miles before coming to 
Australia. 

After I had come from the Snowy Mountains to San Francisco 
and Sacramento for the second time, I went up the 
beautiful Sacamento Valley , The city of Sacramento 
looks across this beautiful plain which is about 40 miles 
from San Francisco. 



Aicer one day by train I arrived in a lit.la township 
called Woodworth. I had heard in Saa IVaneieco about 
au Inn Keeper who had formerly lived there tor a few 
yeara, a Bavarian named Michael Bocliele. tike many 
other poor devils he had arrived thirty years ago 
without a penny and today he Was amongst the richest 
farmers. Just then it was summer ana cine for haymakin- 
and 1 readily found a Job with him. I stayed for about" 
months and until all ^„ 

• X tho W6S properly threshed, 

hero I earned all the money I needed for tho journey 

to Australia where I hoped to make a new home. Indeed 
I have been hero for seven years now and have worked 
with patience and endurance, although until now I have not 
yet succeeded in making much money. But whosoever trusts 
n God has built on secure ground. Here I lived quietly 
and industriously and in good health and am looking 
towards a good future. 

Still a bachelor. X am uow 33 years old aud have endured 
many a storm. X have not made good friends like other 
people because I have always iived amongst strangers 
and neither have X known the Joy of always living in tho 

same country. But sometime 1 hope all this will be of 
some use to tue. 

I leave it all to the will of Cod and have fulfilled my 
own wish to travel as well, by making long Journeys. 



So it happened that I made up my mind and X wasn't afraid 
when I cae to San Francisco. I remembered the words 
of my uncle Jacques, when he was tolling mo once about 
Peter Fcttiager who migrated to America with his brother 
and I tnought I numbered he had lived once in this city 
of San Francisco, California, but I wasn't sure whether 
he still lived there. After much thought I decided to 
enquire after him, and indeed people told xae that such 
a man had been there once. 

I put an advertisement in the paper saying that if there 
was a certain Pofcer Pettinger in Son Francisco, he should 
make it known in that paper and right the next day, I 
heard that ho really had chosen this town for his new 
home and wanted very much to see a friend from home. 

So in the evening I went there before dinner. There I 
stood by the table with a glass of beer in my hand and 
looked around me and when the door opened I knew it 
was him, for although I had never seen him, I knew his 
brother, Mathias, very well and I could sea the likeness 
immediately. So I was curious and asked the barman for 
his name. And oh, how wonderful he said, "This is Peter 
Pottinger". I called out his name loudly and asked him to 
come over and have a glass of beer with the boy from bech. 
He didn't recognise me as I had never seen him and was 
only a very small boy when he left for America. 



isut how .btrango, it was as if we had boon friends for 
a Ion- tin . Wo were both amazed at this. So far away 
from Been only the two of us, for there were only very 
few people from tugenburg in that country. We shoo* 
hands ana drank our beer and then told each other all 
atout our mutual friends and relations at home. 

We had both been away for quite a long time but it 
seemed that a friendly star had guided us. y ou .an 
imagine that I always loved good friends in a foreign 
country but we Couldn^t stay long because we had to 
We dinner* Out after that we net a B ain and he showed «. ull 
around the town as he hud lived there for a while and 
know it very well. But friends must part even though it 
s only f or * short time. Tims I left him after keeping 
him company for a few days which he had especially 
enjoyed because he was a bachelor like me. nut he is 
married now. I have heard this in one of the many letters 
he wrote to me after we parted. It was still my aim 
to go to Australia and I really left San Francisco in 
August 1 B 70 , and arrived after 29 days in Sydney, New 
South Wales. We had many storms and I was a little 
seasick all the time, but by trusting la God, I arrived 
saiely in ghat far country, many countless hours away 
from relatives and friends. Horror sometimes fills me 
if I thin* Of it, but I was not scared at the time. 



iio storm could change my mind. 1 know I k«d to travel 
ou to Australia. We landed in wo places first before 
reaching. Australia. We had such a raging storm at 
sea that I have up a 1 hope or ever seeing Australia, 
but once again ic was God’s will that we should arrive 
safely with our ship after a few days in that stormy 
region. On a beautiful day, 14 th September 1$76 we 
fiaallyreavhed the unknown clcy of Sydney. 


As soon as I arrived I wanted to make myself a new homo 
there. but this time X found it very difficult to start 
all over again as I had been able to up until now, and 
to try and live a normal life because I didn't have ary 
friends or receives at all, as £ was a thousand miles 
from home. I was quite sure that no man from Lugeubu. g 
h«d ever travelled this far. I had to find consolation 
and regain courage and so three days aft ex' my arrival 
X started to work a little outside the city. Not long 
afterwards X found my way to the city of Bathurst where 
X am living now and in which I have been writing these 
memoirs for you for so many hours. 

I went by train to Bathurst which is 145 wLies to the west 
of Sydney. But X noticed very soon that in this part of 
the world, things were not as advanced as in America, 

The people were rather more like those at homo and like 
the Bnglisn and I suppose like all Europeans. 



i.his is. understandable because citis country was a large 
desert only a Weired years ago although, as in America 
black wild natives had been living there. Again I must 
say as I lave experienced it myself that tUu-a people 
are good cor nothing - they are too lasy to work: 
idleness is their only aim in lit*.. 

but dear readers. Go. has created them after iiis own 
image. 

Well, as I said before, I had to make a com pietely new 
start xa this far away country, Australia, and I often 
wished I had never come here. But all in vain, for 
I have already been here seven full years. I will 
describe all this to you in full detail. 

In the beginning I found it extremely hard to live here 
at all because I was used to the comfort of oho American 
way of life but soon I put all thought of that aside 
and started to think about fining work to earn my 
living by the sweat of my brow. I lived for two years 
with a man called Christian Richard in which time I 
earned quite a lot of money and got to know more 
about Australia. 

After two years I had made a f«w friends and acquaintances 
and had received many thanks because of my diligence 

and courage in work. I made most of my fx‘ienda in 
Bathurst. 
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The place in the country whore I liv^ was about five 
cd.lt,^ xrotu Bathurst. Well, after those two years I 
acceded to learn a bit more about Australia so I 
undertook a long journey ~ X travelled down to Sydney 
and stayed there for five weeks to really get to know 
tills town on .he East coast of Australia. But I 
wasn«t satisfied - I wanted to see Melbourne as well 
which is until now the most pleasant town in the whole 
of Australia. I took a ship in September 1878 ana 
after two days I arrived in Melbourne, tho capital o? 
Australia. I noticed at once chat this city ia like 
many others I have seen in Europe or America, i was 
looking forward very much to sec at last this wonderful 
city in the new country of Australia, 
fou readers can imagine how great a pleasure it was 
for me because I am so interested in travelling and 
seeing new and wonderful things brought about by God’s 
and man’s hands. So I really have to exclaim* «Is it 
r«uj.iy true that I have the fortune to be here in ore 
of tho most beautifully built cities in the world and 
that 1 can lit my eyes roam over all these miracles”. 

I thought how strange it was that I, your sou, Peter 
Uwiertz, am here now so many thousands of miles away, 
-<aong*t the foreign population but then X reflected 
that nothing is impossible with the will »£ God, 
combined with human help. 
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c ~ r Ju»t i*»ei. W your**!**, « 

f " a "“ y fr °“ ho "® “J-thout knowing a soul. What 
would you do, X wonder? I believe that some of you 
would wink to the ground and die at the thought 

or ouch a situation. but I stood there and waa happy 
to have such a good opportunity and I really Made 
good use of it - so don't worry, dear parents and 
relatives, cay you all have a happy life. y our son 

star, is still alive, your brother is really standing 
here in Melbourne 16,000 miles from home. 

X decided at once to stay here a week and to get to 
know the city and the state of Victoria which has 
the beautiful name of the English Queen. y e s, you 
great learned Schreiner Jacq, what do you think about 
such a courageous man? X can very well imagine itl 

lost IT’ I*” y ° U ar ° °“ ly “ fa “ Citi ° S fr “ ho “®. “wnl 
lost and lonely. Well, X can live so far away and still 

» luppy and I must say you would feel like children 

who nobody cares for. Dear relatives, if you were here, 

I would not have undertaken all this and would not be 

able to tull you about these new things. 



Sut X he*vo to add that it wou*a not bo a good thing 
everybody wandered abroad, because many must stay 
home tohelp their dear parents after the long and 
hard struggles in life which parents do go through. 

They hover hud a rest, neither day or nightj they were 
always thinking of their children and trying to provide 
a living for them. 

So remember, son or daughter, this happiness which 
your good parents have provided for you. For what 
would become of children if their parents were to 
die early* So I must exclaim, "Hosanna on high and 
poace to all sons and daughters who always loved and 
obeyed their parents although they may not live at 
home any more." 

But I will keep praying day and night until the end of 
my life, may I be happy or sad, I am sure I will 
never forget them. Without their care I would never 
have been able to wander abroad. Until now I have 
never had the opportunity to give them thanks but I will 
come back and if God wills it so, they will still be 
alive then, so that I can reward them and help them 
as a good son should. For a good child never forgets 
his parents. Love and faithfulness shown on this 
earth are always rewarded by God. Thus a good child 
will certainly be rewarded in Heaven because God's will 
is done in heaven as on earth from now until the last 
hour of my life. Amen. 
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X .<111 now return to where I I scayed t -„,. 

two weeks m Melbourne end ar'to. unking some 
acquaintances there I decided to return to Sydney 
So for the second tine I travelled to New South Wales 
where I had already spent two ,ears and saved a 
little and where I left behind none friends. It 
wasn't lone before 1 reached Sydney a„ain, still not 
cured of wanderlust. So this true Ididn't stay lone 
at all but travelled on to the west, not to Bathurst 
but to a different place called hudgee which is also 
inland, but here I couldn't live either. So I decided 
to S o to Bathurst once core which X had left only a 
few months a C o. As 1 came for the second time to 
Bathurst it was just spring and there was a lot of 
work in the country. Hundreds of labourers were busy 
putting the corn Into the sheds. Therefore I decided 
to stay hare, but stayed only for sir months. At that 
time I heard a lot about the sugar cane plantations. 

did not hesitate long but went down to Sydney for the 
second time because 1 had to go by ship to a place 
which lies on the Clarence kiver about 000 miles north. 



I hoped tio reach it quickly and off in April 1879, 

when all sugar workers got moving too. I sailed 
off and no storm on the sea could deter ae, and I 
left Sydney to go north. After a night's sailing 
X came to a little township called Newcastle — 
here I wanted to stay because there were hundreds 
of ships loading coal to all parts of the world. This 
was all Hew to mo and I was \ ,ry amused about such 
busy trade in this far away country which was a desert 
Oiily a hundred years ago wituout a white mail. I was 
very pleased about their courage because they had 
achieved such a lot of things with God's will. 

Therefore, X wanted to stay there for a while. Then 
I travelled on thirty miles to the north to the 
famous town of Maitland, Here I started to work 
again and stayed for about a month until it was the 
right time to go to the land of sugar*. 

Yes, sweet is the name sugar. All you people big and 
small, you have heard about it but none of you have 
ever seen a country where sugar and honey flow. I wasn't 
very pleased ' ith the place and after a short trip of 
two days and two nights by boat X arrived at th river 
up which I sailed for thirty ligulisli miles til the city 
of Grafton where on both sides of the river I noticed 
the sugar plantations. 
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AJ.ao.,1 ww the treat mills ou the river banks to 
recw-.v'u the plants and make siyar out or them. 

Yes indeed, here I was really in the sweet land 
of sugar and honey. Dear children at home, if 
you coula spend only one hour with me you would 
have enough sugar to eat. For what do children 
love more than sugar, sugar that tastes so 
sweet? It happened that after a few days I found 
work in one of the mills which suited me very 
well. I was very curious to watch everything exactly 
so tnat I would know everything about these 
procedures. u o, it was not because sugar is so 
sweet that I went there but to learn how it is 
made. Therefore, dear readers, think cuoe again 
what pleasure this was for your son, Feter. Oh 
really, I have to say that tills was my sweet country. 
Yes indeed, all you dear people at home believe me, 

1 would be very pleased if you could see such a 
country. 

well, here I lived and was glad about this wonderful 
world, it is so beautifully made as if the Word 
had come to fulfilment when God created the world, 
and Ho said it w*s all well and rightly made what 
He had created and nobody can do it better, for all 
that i.s made is made well. 



Well, i luve to say chut 1 Lola. •„ «'«. ia lioa ' o omnipotence 

<XLlii Oiiii«X^cl.^UC& • kiiXuicili llvxXld OL» U i . C. ^ Vui" Ijic*V«w tMaud 

this worlu so beautifully. i'ou maot allow' me now to 
describe tsiobc people who do nut DoiioVe in God at ail. 

Kothing prevents my pen from reminding you because 
so many sinful people have made their homes iu this 
world. i regret bitterly such creatures who revolt 
against Cite hand of Gou, the almighty ami All knowing 
but it is no use for poor or rich unthinking creatures. 

Bverything will go after the ..all of God and Gou may 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. 

One single word from God could draw them ui .1 into the 
deepest depths of the oea or the earth could open and 
they could forever be robbed of God's wonderful gifts. 

But God knows everything best. bo man, reflect to what 
aim you have been created. Reflect that we all are 
here only for a short time. We can see how young and 
old are eventually carried to the grave and laid down 
to be buried. Some are called to eternity after a long 
struggle and some atteronly a short time. 

And so all of you good or bad will be rewarded or punished. 
Oh, Oil, On, Godi X exclaim here in the Valley of tears, 
have mercy on me and all who love you and are faithful 
•to you until the end of their lives. Therefore, dear 
relatives, love and pray to God, the Creator of heaven 
and eartn. 



n-sugh f u r one tjoou lie has 


w « C«ua.o'C. •. :aiik liiai 

u ° nd ~~ •*••■ Xi ' 1 ° u *‘ ^os-c ikVv=o ou tnis perishable 

««rtu. , «lxy, 1 caauot uad b r„.;^nu how each people 
caxi live in this world, not belaying, an. up and 

try to oat their -illy idea* i.*co other people's heads,. 

I ** p atoful to you, dear Cod a .d to you, dour parents, 
that 1 have grown up us a good komun Catholic, because 
this is the only true faith which leads to salvation. 

Wt I believe that everyone good or bad, can cope in 
this world although they may not always be content. 

For we aid have to pray and keep watch in all our 
struggles. This is hard tor some and easier for others, 
but in the end we alt will be calico before Cod to 
eternity where there will be no more suffering for those 
who have always strictly kept Cod's commas,.*. 


cut woe, tor those who have rebelled and h 
wicked uootriaes to urng others into doom 
Yes, God has tested the angels too and the 
angel became unfaithful and lius drawn many 
him down t.o ne 11. .-an, if you keep this i 

never corned.t a sin. but we are very weak] 
only a very few people who- have not fallen 
but each man has to lay his soul before C„. 
For Cou done will judge them according tc 
in this world, good or bad. 


ave taught 
with them, 
most beautiful 
others with 
n mind you will 
vkere are 
into sin. 

- to be judged, 
their deeds 
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words uv»uuiitt;ed by ouch sinful i-...,,; >1 
oay, io much too good for them when che ■■- ar« cut like 
dry brm.oh«i~ and thrown into tab rii- 


■* *> • And 


til 


• io.uj, Cnrxst hai said that there will L ,e wuiiiiv 


and gnashing of teeth until eternity. So way X exclaim 
here; il.ere will be no compassionate hand. Oh God, 
please k .op me from ever committing a sin again so 
that I, with all tho good people, may go to the 
heavenly kingdom. Oh God, oh God, I deciuo now I 
will iicyer sin and will always be faithful to you. 

Ihis ttec.'.sion X uiuko today here in this fas' away 
country of Australia, in Bathurst on 9th November 
in the year l8b3- 1, the son of Christ!a parents 

from the town of Lugeuburg, I who live he. e all «aone 
without any relatives. X cannot put my trust in 
all of my acquaintance* here a., X could i> my relatives 
in Germany, Yet I put myself into the care of God 
and I assure you I will always be true to you people 
outside, although wo are separated by thousands of 
miles an-., a always obey the commands of t* e Koman 
Cuchoxic enuroh, wnrch are given to us to give us 

gOOti COu;.Cil# 
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Therefore, aa«, go wherever you want to go and always 
say your prayers dutifully. No human hand will then 
ever deter you From it, not even in the most uncivilised 
country in the world. Man, examine yourself to what 
purpose you have been created, to the goou or the bad, 
everybody to his own aim. Therefore it is the will 0/ 

God to reward or punish us afterwards, for Cod is just, 
although sometimes we may mutter and be disobedient. 

Man, reflect to what purpose you have been created. For 
we all have to grow up out of childhood to go to school 
to learn reading and writing so that later we may get 
acquainted with all the matters of the world and finally 

to fulfil our test in this earthly life with diligence 
and work. 

I leave you all to perform this for yourselves for we all 
will be called God’s children. 

Dear readers, I will now continue with my memoirs. 

Sweet is the name of sugar and sugar has rarely tasted 
sweeter and so I thought I should take the opportunity 
to watch how sugar grows and is manufactured. 

I will give you a description of this too. Sugar grows 

like winter potatoes in tall canes of four to eight 

feet in height. The inside of the plant has the sweetness 

of the sugar in it which takes about four years until it 

can be brought to the mill and can be of any use because 

then it gives a rich reward. The can can be planted 

only in a very warm climate and ripen there, therefore the 

sun must be very hot, but men too can enjoy these temperatures. 



The natives of these warn regions are of course boat 
fitted for the heat« I was occupied with this work 
at the Clarence River for about five months. Then 
I decide.to return to Bathurst once again because at 
that time I had thought to aake Bathurst say permanent 
home and I still want to do this. So I left that 
beautiful country and went by boat to Sydney in the 
month of November* 

At that time* the population of New South Wales had 
just decided to stage a beautiful World Fair. This 
magnificent World Fair had been completed just a few 
months before X arrived and everybody went there in 
astonishment. Well, I too came to see this big World 
Fair as I had seexi a beautiSul one before in Paris 
in 1867* Here I could say that I was very astonished 
to see such grand undertakings in a newly built country 
like Australia, where only a hundred years ago there 
lived no white man and now they live here like in all 
other big countries. After a few weeks* rest from work, 
during which time I enjoyed myself watching all those 
miracles, I went for the third time to Bathurst to the 
west, to the setting sun. 

Here it happened that I met a man called McHarry in a 
place called Kelso who owned several large threshing 
machines. He had known me before and promised me a 
large wage if X stayed with him. 
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So I worked again with diligence in this .-cupatioa 
and I decided to make many new friwada there end 
it happened indeed. X worked very faicafully and 
diligently for two years and lived comfortably there 
in Kelso until I decided once again to make a trip 
because I still felt a wanderlust. 

I never thought at all about getting married. So 
for the second time I undertook a visit to the 
neighbouring state, Victoria, and the city of Melbourne. 
I went to Victoria where I hoped to find a new home 
and decided to stay there for a while. At that time 
I visited many cities and villages and stayed really 
at a place called Horsham. I lived here for about 
two months. But I had also seen all those towns 
where once so much gold had been found and where 
many a poor devil had become a rich man. I could 
still see the hills which had been thrown up to take 
the gold out of the depths, also I had heard much 
about a city called Ballarat and by river X arrived 
there. Ballarat lies in the south of Victoria, It 
is a more magnificent city than the city I am now in, 
Bathurst. Yes if I had some of you brothers here or 
people from the village I would certainly try my luck 
there) but X have no courage for the dangerous under¬ 
taking aXX on my own. 



In all this> on<j fiiust partalce with one's whole person 
and have great confidence as woli. J-tr nothing in 
this world can be gained without great luck and 
courage* It never came to my mind to try gold digging 
all by myself - you must think this is because of my 
modesty) you may perhaps think ana be eurs that I 
could make my fortune there very easily so that I 
would not lose a moment to try it* But X must say, 
luck plays a very big part in this. You must imagine 
how some people dig a few feet into the ground to 
look for water. Well, here one must go down several 
hundred feet into the middle of the earth for only 
a little bit of gold* Yes, it is true, some people 
have found their fortune in one day, in one minute. 

This is the will of man and of God* Thus I must say, 
everything happens according to the will of the 
Almighty Creator for He kxxows how much gold lies hidden 
in the earth* He knows how many drops of water t^iere 
are in the sea* He knows how many flies buzz in the 
summer heat - He has counted them all. He knows the 
number* So we all live here, rich and poor, old and 
young and never know anything about these matters* 

I see that all riches have been allotted to every one 
of us* Everyone will share in this world - just be 
content with thuo you possess 1 



After a complete investigation X knew something about 
it• X saw that these places were of no use to me 
at all, which I can assure you by the experience X 
gained* X had sooonreached iay muster. But everyone 
should show hi mself everywhere because there is no 
man so clever that he cannot always learn something 
now. v c; o remember those investigations of your son, 

Peter, here abroad in this place of gold discoveries. 
Weil, X must say, gold can be found almost everywhere 
because in the big country of Australia everywhere gold 
has been found, in some places more and in some places 
less. 

Here in Bathurst, thousands of pounds of gold have been 
taken out of the earth. 

Yes, it was surely a great test for that poor family 
called liolterman who had come out here from Germany. One 
son had grown up in the time when the first gold was 
discovered. In the year 1851. he too tried to find his 
fortune and after a long period of diligeut searching 
he and several friends reached their goal. And so, after 
that, he was one of the richest men from that land. 

Yes, one can hear such tilings quite often in this country 
because hundreds have made their fortune in those days. 
But I live full of hope and expect to make my fortune 
too some day, because for God's omnipotence, nothing is 
impossible. Just be patient and everything will turn 
out well, dear readers. 



For the, 


•■ehird tine I prepared myself tor a trip to 
Sydney and Bathurst, to find there ~y here I 

***** to you that Eathursfc in really u lucky 

place because otherwise I would sorely not have come 
back theiv so often. So X left Kelbcurne once again 
where at that time a wnderful exhibition had been erected 
whichl had visited twice and liked very much. So I got 
to know ail the characteristics of the worldly happenings. 
Everybody on this earth lives according to his will and 
wishes but I always love truth and righteousness and 
cleverness to which everyone has been created. 

Wanderlust is always with me, I have still not found 
a permanent home ever since X loft my parents to travel 
abroad. But this has all been my own wish and will and 
as usual X say, X am of good courage here in Bathurst 
and have good hopes for the future. Not all of you 
people at home can say the same. Such a life as mine 
shall from now on be an example to you. Always remember, 
after my death, many a dear reader shall take this bock 
in his hand and read all this that happened in 1881. 

So X came back again over the high mountains. Where in 
the world can one find such mountains? Everybody who 
has ever been here says so too. 
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tio' Wo cliffibed thd Blue mountains Lecwoeu juthurst 
and the coast. They are covered with wool- . Not like 
the European one;*, but with cy-ite a different kind or 
tree growth which has greea le«v«s all the year. Where 
on God's earth can you find csuca a country? Ho, it 
cannot xx>ssibly bel Animal;, live here with the name of 
Kangaroos, they have tiny little front feet and long 
bent hind legs and a big strong tail which serves them 
as a leg. They just hop around those terrible mountains, 
racks and hills, so that no hand can touch them. They 
carry their young always with them even in their greatest 
flight from pursuit. Many a man has mo his death 
from chasing them* Yes, very different animals live 
in this country as cannot be fo. nd in any other part of 
the world. Everything is so different, trace have 
evergreen leaves, strange animals live in the fields 
and woods and the earth looks beautiful. 

Fruit and corn grow here just as in Germany. Oh, oh, 
wonderful is such a miracle of God. All that is made 
has been made well. Now we emigrated Europe ax.) live 
here contentedly and busy ourselves to gain earthly riches. 
Not every one of us succeeds in obtaining such things 
but we mast always continue ia good courage and faith 
until the last hour of our liven. 



.. -uuo to Lelso oil the jc-i.-acy Lack and like the 

1*** ' tXui * 1 w « ut to th * «<**“« man a^c worked diligently 
for souths but I still ve_a*o curec. from 

kfdfldoi-a^t. In this place, it happened in the year 
iy«2 tinh- I got acquainted with tu© sister of a man 
called J, KeSarry and I thought I would settle down at 
last and starry, just as I wrote to you people at home. 
But the time hadn't come yet, still remained a 
bachelor. After this misunderstanding of myself I 
decided to travel on again to get away ir a those 
friendships. No sooner saxd than done. -ruin happened 
ii* the year 1882 in the month of hoveiuber 
I left Kelso for the fourth time to so to Sydney. Here 
I decided to make a trip to hew Zealand because I was 
very restless after such a confusing bhsiuoea that I 
hun ju;ic finished recently. I had realised that fchia 
marring© would have led only te my eternal sorrow so 
I took the first ship to New Zealand and alter five 
full d«ys' sailing I came to Auckland, the first place 
where whips can go to find protection from the stormy 
sea ana wnere passengers cun disembark who have friends 
and relatives there. 
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***** 1 h&(1 arrived I thougnt I coul 

thure, but it turned out ..^c tabw 
I ncoyod there only two days, after wnick 
to ohe capital city, Wellington. I. huppc. 
there just on a Sunday morning * a d no my ■ 
to look out tor a Catholic church ana 1 r, 


- tind a new 
ocauoo 
wont south 
;-U to arrive 
• rot aim was 
ally found 


on© to. There I heard a holy Mas* and praye 1 
faithfully for a prosperous journey and future 
happiness in New Zealand. hut I had to go on further 


viic south until X reached the city of Christchurch. 


Oh, what a wonderful name this city has; and like its 
name it to beautiful and good. Yes, of all th towns 
and villages I have travelled through, in Christchurch 
the Catholic church has been established in th© most 


beautiful way. I am really pleased about such a wonderful 
world, jins can find good people everywhere., wherever 


one bu> £•-, Here I stayed for three full -aonths and 
worked on a farm but as usual this part of the world 


was not it- good as the others, to I left it againto 
go baca to New South Wales. I said good-bye to that 
world ii. idb3 in the month of March and travelled ca 
to the ^ouch and came to two eitisa called lunedia and 
Bluff. but I still went on south until X came to a 
certain country called Tasmania on which lues Hobart. 



hebxrzi hobartJ where already two nuncu^d ;. iar a uffo 
a Dutch captain case on a ship. But ho di... not think 
xt worth while living there so h. loft - tanking he 

^hoj'e. hut then the 


it would be no use to hi« to stay 

bold Captain Cook planted the bullish flu- there and 

aloo in Australia which therefor has been under English 

government since, and everybody is happy with it. But 

I did not want to stay there either. I h,,d to return 

to Melbourne for the second t±*,.- although i, was not 

*y intention to live in Melbourne. So aft,* a l ong and 

difficult journey by ship fro* one place tc another, I 

arrived at last in Sydney again and went then to Bathurst 

where I have been living now siroe that tine. I a* 

healthy and content and look forward to a good future. 

I am grateful to God and X l±v^ ;'*=.*»*» 4 - i- . 

a XiVo iltspo bn .hurst to which 

X have returned for the fourth time. 

r “ jJar “- 1 Sti11 “•*« to toll you soo,.-thin c about 
New Zeuland and Tasmania, as follows:- 

How Zealand, Hew Zealand, land hi,;,, Mountaina, where 

tlU * hlll “ * r “ “ W “t always oovjrod with anew and where a 
unpleasant sort of black people live e.Ulod Maoris. 
h “ y “ ro Ue >“tribod as cannibals. Yes, indeed, Many a 
poor devil has lost his life there in the wilderness, 

has been tortured and slaughtered like oat io and bee., 
oaten. 



And nobody has ever hoard of thorn again, but as regards 
to health, it is better over there than here in 
Australia because X felt very healthy in that climate 
which is colder than the one xa which I live now, in 
Bathurst. There have been good discoveries of gold 
and good farming. fee, X must really say New Zealand 
is like America in all matters although it is only 
small and surrounded by ragiig stormy seas. And that 
is why I did not wan,, oo spend my whole life there. 

At the time that I lived there I could see the snow on 
the high mountains which flowed down in great streams, 
divided, and went everywhere with the ice cold water. 

This water is one of the best means of preservation in the 
world. But I must honestly say that in no part of 
Australia can one get good fresh drinking water because 
the rivers usually flow along slowly and often get lost 
in those deserts and sands. 

Now in New Zealand it is quite different. 

X noticed that farming and cattle raising was practised 
on the largest scale and that people did it very well 
and profitably. X travelled right around but X could 
not bear all those new thlugs. Although it was healthy 
and beautiful, 1 oould not spend all my life there, lost 
and all alone. And X have no courage any more to visit 
New Zealand again. X cannot ever really go back to you, 
net never. 



X am wricing- this ~oday, 9 th November, 1883 , La Bathurst, 
and I have reached the age of 33 years, five months and 
one day. I have lived through many a storm on sea and 
land. I am still the same Peter Leuertsc, but years and 
days hav„ flown past, stormy times hav passed by - I 
still live as a bachelor - until now I have put all 
questions of marriage aside. 


Therefore in good faith and of good courage I must go 
on as usual. But I think that wanderlust still has not 
left me yet, I am of good faith and look towards a future 
happy time. X must hope to have patience, for without 
hope and good works, nobody can reach his right goal. So 

we all must go on until the right time arrives, whatever 
may happen. 


Here I live, here I strive after a somewhat happier future, 
happier than this moment. For I believe now one cannot find 
contentedness in this stormy world however far one goes. 

This you can see from my life's story. 


I have visited, up until these times, several good parts 
of the world, but have not yet found the best region. So 
I must remain restless until I find the place where I can 
settle down in peace and think about all these happenings 
and thus open the eyes of many a younger wanderer. If I 
ever have the luck to go back to my village, Bech, again - 

you can be sure that I will tell you all these happenings 
verbally. 
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I will now write a few line*? of title script on those 
persons of whoa the one or the other of jou may have 
heard, or may have seen personally, namely, fortune 
tellers. 

But before I describe these persons, dea* readers, please 
don't think that I, Peter Lenertz, am condemned to 
eternal doom as one or other of my Bech or Christian 
friends might think. With this I beg of you to think 
of this quietly, so that each of you can get an impression 
of all God's creavures that live on this earth. Therefore, 
I do not ohink that these few lines will harm your works 
and deeds. For we all live towards eternity so that 
we might find happiness, peace and contentedness after** 
wards which is beautiful, isn't it? 

Dear readers, therefore I must tell you, to what 

men has been created. He has to suffer and has to endure 

this whatever may be his fate. 

Well, one day on a beautiful Sunday when I was in Paris, 

X went for a walk and came to a square where X saw a 
great many people gathered together. 



So I cum© closer to that interest!- g plac© and I was 
curious to see something unusual, and to find out what 
was happening there. I forced uy way tin^ jn the crowd 
axid saw with anaa^eat that there was only a woman in 
tha middle of all those people, sitting on a chair and 
wearing a scarf around her eyes, her helper was standing 
next to her with cards in his haiu. on which there were 
numbers from on© to one hundred. 

I soon heard all the bystanders try to get their past 
life stories told. Well, it is obvious chat everyboay 
knows what has happened to him in his life, so I leave 
such things to your own good judgment, as I, at that 
time was very young and curious and eager enough to 
hear everything that only could be heard. 

Now this particular thing was strictly forbidden by our 
Roman Catholic church but this did not help at all, 
these tilings are prophesied only for money. Dear readers, 
you may believe tills or not. It cost just two sous, but 
at the time I was all alone, no acquaintance was near so it 
did not matter that strange people heard me being silly 
«s they did not know me. When my number was mentioned 
the man asked the woman with the closed ”Is thi* 

person a man or a woman?”. Answert “Man”. 

"How oio is ho?*, and then she answered the right number 
of years, “Where was he born?" 

"In a foreign country”. 



"HOW long 
"How long 


has he been in Paris?” - »^ 0 many months." 

will he stay?** - ms 0 long." 


"Will he ever marry?" - '*Ye^'- 

"But how long will it take?" - “Time 
knew thenj many years will go past." 


is fixed which I only 


~ have any relationships before marrying?" — "Yes" 
He will several times want to take a aoaian co his wife but 
this will not happen." 

"Will he wander a lot?" - "Yes, a thousand hours far. 

He wall have to endure long journeys by land and over sea 
before he finds a horn, for himself. In the end he will 
get married. This of course is all simple, but up until 
now, all the answers to the questions have come true. 

You can believe this or nut." 


Second Prophesy 

After I had already travelled for a long time, X arrived 
in San Francisco, California, in IS 76 . In this region I 
did not think to stay long. From an English-American 
journal X learned about tills famous fortune teller whose 
name was Seuora Tileroman. Shortly before my departure 
from America to Australia, I decided to hear perhaps a 
good fortune, so one day I went to the house where she 
lived and I went there full of confidence and I asked how 
much she demanded to tail me my life story. 



i- 


' !iiS wato nox - ta ***** Lut in the cloy of S<m Francisco 

dei “ ttiS ^ tho aultt o£ woli-r*. :- as frightened 

arid shockec;, but so curious that c<..* Collar.,- -iia not moan 
wra to me t'isa two sous in Paris, fh±e hav-r-*-od ; *. 


? , • I, ... 


oci *.. c> roUowii» 


She was a German gipsy -ad so she could toil me everything 
vary clearly in Geman. Namely thus; "You have travelled 
a *ot H , “ies." B You will however again travel even more. 
You will very soon undertake a very ion- journey across 
the sea. You will arrive safely but won't like that 

country as much as California. Yet you will stay there 
for many years. You will get to know a girl but you won’t 
marry her. dut later you will marry a wiuow with some 
money who has children from her first husband. Tims you 
wall stay there for many years and make a lot of money 
aim have good luck. But note this word? one you and your 
wife will return to America to Stockton, where ou will 
make yourselves a home for the rest of your iuo. “ 


tsar reader-, today I can see that almost ail 
h->ve come evue. For I have had ample proof t 
tuat thing; really have happened as they prea 
until now something still will have to happ«. t 
tne wish a.n. will of God will be fulfilled. 


v a % O & ii 'ii’ii jki A i 

convince f \ts 

Cvt>Q« xj U'o 

which thrtiu^h 



So I live patiently and studiously, .ftor the will of 
God ..nd the honour of God. X wi,1 ulway* ccutinue to 
iollow £!■:.» and ills will, but X must say that some yoople 
live on thf s earth who can answer all the questions one 
asks them. How can such people tall you from the first 
moment u parson's thoughts, words and deeds? I leave the 
judgment to you as X can't give you a full report about 
these matters, until X can talk to you personally again 
and give it to you verbally. 


Farewell, this is your son, Peter kenertz, mere I live* 
here we all strive, young and old. W'e ail think we 
are going the best way. Therefore I am not astonished 
if I, like so many of you, am going the wro g way. So 
we all live in this world and walk like a auurvger who 
must always ask for tne right way. So X live, so X 
strive on and on until the end of my time, until the 
time comes when I can be glad and settle do .x peacefully 
«nd corn 1 orxably and give many a young or oi< friend an 
account ofthe events of my life. 


God has it, God has wanted it. Therefore just say, 

live and strive even if you will never rea.; a goal. 

This may be the aim I set myself. Thus X, a your child 

will show you and Gou, love and fuithf nines; until the 
end of tiaj. 



IaO Oi* 


ii cau 


To what; aim X have been created, 
tall tte. Although I used many ©pporacre in 
Australia, no fortune teller couie ceal me iuy xife 
story so accurately and right ana trau as tL«v person 
*•' »er in California* Many secrets should not be revealed, 
neither on paper nor by words. I have no-one to toll 
my troubles to. I have no relatives to fuel acrry for 
me. Nobody in a strange country can over replace 
relatives and acquaintances as I will ©how you in a few 
little words, telling you about my U ale John Sadler 
now in America Yes, I can remember oho time I lived 
in Now Trier, North America in O L MdL£Hit>£JO^b<4 • 

w « both got along very well like good friends and loving 
relatives. But once it happened some time alter his 
marriage that he thought I was loved more by his wife 
hlizabetha Scheller, So as usual after long nagging, 
it came to a quarrel. 

bear readers, in Autumn 1873 , after a long difficult juruor 
with the hot burning sun, we did our worik ail so much 
together and were glad that we had finished it all so 
nicely during the summer. 

Margareta Scheller, her sister, had come froa ioch to us 
ia America, X must say that I was then very , oung and 
firey, so this peace couldu't last long. 
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So it happened that after a to* words we had a 

quarrel about our farming which we nad done together 
in such a friendly way for over* two yeuro* So I saw 
then a very dangerous weapon in the hands of jay uncle, 
ii.E.W. Well, very frightened after such an evil deed 
I flea from them and left then from then until now, 
for almost ten whole years have since passed* 

Since then 1 have received no letter, no nows fro® 
the® except that which I have received in writing from 
you, dear relatives, in Germany, 

Dear readers, with this I give you a picture of these 
matters. I forgive them with all my heart and hope 
that they in America will do the same, for I think 
that I was much too young at that time to have enough 
knowledge about those tilings and so confusion must 
always follow, 

(farewell, farewell, until we see each other again, I 
have had co fight many a hard battle since the time 
of the quarrel, all alone in a foreign country with no 
kind relatives. I had to leave those in America under 
such miserable circumstances * 

Glory be to God on high, and peace on earth to all men 
who are of good will. I have to sit down with good 
faith and write all this on paper as I have no parents 
in this country whom I could tell my sorrows to and who 
could give me a good example. Love thy neighbours as thyself. 
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Itt memory of the great works which human hands can achieve 
by long study to Ccme to such thoughts and then to 
perform them, dear readers, I must -ive you a small 
impression of the railways in Australia. 

I must say since I arrived in Australia I have travelled 
a lot by train. Yes, it happened two weeks ~Jter ay 
arrival that I undertook the journey to Bathurst. The 
first train was made here more than twenty—five years 
ago. Before that time everybody had to travel from Sydney, 
the capital, by the best way he could, in places where 
now there are hundreds of miles of railway lines through 
this beautiful sunny New South Wales. And you must 
realise that this part of the country has very high 
mountains which lie a few miles from the sea. 

Yes, it is easy indeed to build a railway over flat 
country but it is quite difficult to make one that rises 
from Sydney to the inland places. This was done as 
follows. 

You people in Germany have already a good idea of the 
so-called tunnel which you have seen in Manteruach. 

But such achievements can hardly be compared with the 
Australian mountains which are thousands of feet above 
sea level, and heaped with big chunJLsof rock and, of 
course, heavily covered with trees* 

The question of these clever people was, how can we 
make a railway? 



75 


How can we make a railway? And I must nay that today, 
tiie moat beautiful and clever work goes over thone 
mountains, which I have ever seen. To my knowledge 
no part of the world can show such an ingenious railway. 

As soon as we haa arrived at the mountain it was obvious 
that we couldn't go up -straight but had to go along the 
mountain for about one English mile. So the machine with 
all her passengers rolls with great speed towards the 
mountain, where another engine is placed before it, which 
pulls it up backwards up the mountain for a mile. Now 
the truin can go forwards again and take its passengers; 
just a while ago it was puched backwards. As soon as the 
top of the mountain is reached, the train goes down in 
zigzag, just as a snake crawls through grass. So the train 
gets around the mountains and hills, for SO hours, over 
mountains which stretch over 5000 feet above the blue sea. 
Soon after travelling those 50 hours, we reached the plain 
of Bathurst. But many of you may ask. "How do you get down 
ugain from such mountains?" As follows: 

You, dear readers, surely want to have a description of 
that uncomfortable place, where the train goes down again. 
Tne place has been strengthened with heavy rocks. 



You can imagine that I would much rather have to endure 
a racing fctora on sea than to fall uowu r'rou this 
dangerous place. but day aau nignc several trains 
P^ss this place on their way up or down. This ingenious 
work, made by human hands, is built almost entirely 
with stones like the great bridges in Germany. So we 
go slowly down for a mile, and backwards for a mile, 
then forwards again, until we have des^..aided the whole 
mountain, over rocks and bridges. As I said, this place 
is the masterpiece of human craftsmanship, in this State 
of New South Wales. 

I have been to the west for 200 miles (Bathurst is only 
i2S miles to the west of Sydney) to a place catted bubbo, 
a city on the banks of the same river as Bathurst, namely 
the Macquarie. There X lived for fourteen days in August, 
1883. Nothing has chuuged in my position at this moment. 

I am still the good son of German parents, Peter Lenertz. 



Herewith I- shall give you, dear re-tiers, ay real opinion 
about such a past life. Everyone of you can fora an 
impression aba. t that young man who iiad left home so 
early, and what hard struggles a man Has to fight, who 
wants to wander. So X remind you o£ the modesty and 
the best aim to which men have been created, to live 
through good and bad times, healthy or i-i, glad or 
sad hours, w© all have to put up with it with a composed 
mind. Yes, as soon as a child leavos his parents, he 
has to ’ook after himself, namely he lias to buy food and 
clothes etc. Everybody is born to be his own protector. 
We have to be on guard day and night because one is 
always in great danger of being killed or robbed, etc. 

iiy friends, you can now imagine this. So I will leave it 
to you. Think of this son who is so many thousands of 
miles away from his homeland and has found no relatives 
aor acquaintances, no true friends. 

Such thoughts surely move the heart of a dear child, or 
such thoughtscan never bo forgotten by good parents, 
who love their children dearly when they are small, 
bo I exclaim. Lord, may tiiy will be done, ir this world, 
in this valley of tears. I have not yet found one percon 
who was content to always suffer these bitter things. 



I'll tell you, dear readers, that nothing, not- money, 
any possesion nor any other thing will bring coutentea- 
uass. But there will b„. peace yet as Christ, the Son of 
God, when ho lived on earth, premised to his dia..ipies 
that he would not give peace with this world. But there 
will always to peace in my Catholic Church, ho worldly 
P -wer can destroy her. She v/ili be ruling from the beginning 
to the end of time; because she alone lias the true faith 
to God, and people will f ind peace in her from eternity 
to eternity. 

bear relatives, in ay Goman home country, I can already 
in my past young years tell you about these great world 
experiences. Many of you, however, although you may 
grow old, will never go through such tests. X have lived 
now for more than 33 years. Beautiful days of youth, they 
** xll never returnl Years pass and u-o grows older and drags 
oneself towards the grave. X have to confess that I have 
oiie foot in the grave and with the other X unwillingly 
perform my worldly business, although in the eyes of the 
world X seem to be very young, young as a schoolboy who 
has just left School to get to know the affairs of the world, 
rad and despondent X must sayi oty youth is past* Xt was 
spoilt in those years when I had to go to school. 
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X wont tiioro ovory day but oven ;cor an.ny years I had 
studied Very little* So to say, i. wan most stupid 
of oil tho boys X weac to school with, So X spout those 
years which had to pass There in misery uuu from them 
I derived i.w use* Sadly, despondently, readers, X 

sit down to give you an impression of whe life story of 
a *un» which shall be an example to all of you* hut I myself 
never believed lay teachers of good examples until I had 
tried it out myself* Man must learn those tilings about 
life before he can make an honest living, hau, think 
of the world which God has made* He alone has perfected 
it. hay human hands be able to destroy much, iuey 
cannot destroy everything. Believe me, it is very 
hard for a good Roman Catholic to manage in this dis¬ 
contented world* X have experienced it now for over 
lx years, and I must say, if I wasn't prepared to beiieve 
in the Roman Catholic church I would now be a rich man. 

But X say, God has wanted it. so nuu so I live on faith¬ 
fully and let my eyes wander over these parts of the 
world. X serve nobody except Gou alone} I live like a 
Roman Catholic Christian* X keep the Commandments which 
have been given to us. X do away with these vanities 
which will not last long. Farewell. 



For is it 
■on. Lord, 

* only vanity 


>o x say: uod has made all people 
-..rotten: to,an y are called but only a aVw are su 
They will be done until my last day, cue world 
and splendour, but power , , uowledge a*..-A patience can be 
possessed. All Roman Cati^-Lica caxx r^oh the Lest aim. So 
just live contentedly and trust in Cod as I in Australia am 
doeng the suae. £ am starting a now Xxr'e, just as if I had 
only just left school, x think I !uv, eocomo - real master 
because Of my long experience of the worldly affairs, looking 
back on those days which have gone past. 


Thanks to God, I am still strong and healthy and expect to 
have a good future. I am thinking of getting ...arried now as 
soon as possible, for what is a man without a companion, to 
whom he can sometimes complain about his sorrows? So I 
finish today, November 19th, 1883, the description of my 
youth, until I resume the story again. 


Peter Lenertz - living ±« Bathurst, 

Australia. 


POEM ABOUT YOUTH 


So the little tree grows up 
Until it bears some fruit 
Sweet the fruit tastes 
If it has grown well. 

Youth is not beautiful 
As it does not come backj 

Children must grow up and endure every thing. 

It is best that children grow up 

For then they will know to what aim they have been created. 

Thus everyone thinks he is clover 

But we all have to fight bitter struggles 

Like trees we all grow up - but surely the last hour will 

come. 



